Digital nerve injury is a well-recognised complication of surgical treatment for Dupuytren's disease. We describe a simple test, the Tag test, that can be used intraoperatively to help identification of the digital nerves.
identified. Even if the nerve is surrounded by scar tissue, we find that tagging causes the nerve and surrounding scar tissue to move. To further confirm that the structure identified distally is indeed the digital nerve, tagging the distal part of the nerve will cause corresponding movement in its proximal part in the palm.
We routinely use the tag test in Dupuytren's surgery and feel that is an invaluable tool in avoiding digital nerve injury.
